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Bombay Presidency only the first English church which had
been built at Bombay in 1714; and just one hundred years
later one bishop was -appointed for all Protestant India, with
nineteen chaplains for the whole Bengal Presidency, and one
Scotch minister, to each Presidency, an economical allowance
with which the numerous Scotchmen in India appear to have
always been quite contented. The local governments were
also rather grudgingly permitted to build a "few cheap
chapels;" but it was remarked that the Roman Catholics
shamed the Protestants (and saved the revenues) by building
their churches without any aid from the Treasury. It is
not clear that the indigenous Christian communities got any
sort of aid or subsidy; in the year 1832 they were described
as being in a state of " lamentable superstitious degradation,**
especially in Salsette Island (close to Bombay), which had
been British teriitory since 1774. But at this time the reli-
gious institutions and rites of the Hindus and Mahomedans
were treated with deferential and scrupulous observance of the
position which they held under native governments. All the
customary honours, civil and military, were paid to shrines
and images; the district magistrates continued to press men,
according to ancient use, for dragging the cars of a famous
idol, and declined to exempt Christians from this general
c&rv&e; we ad-ministered the endowments, paying over net
rentals to priests or ministers; *? our interference extended
over every detail of management, we regulated their funds,
repaired their'buildings, kept in order the. cars and images,
appointed their servants, and purveyed the various commodi-
ties required for use of the pagodas/** All these matters,
however, were merely forms of harmless external observance
which the executive -might fairly recognise, just as the law
courts would take cognizance of idolatrous customs and adju-
dicate thereupon. But there were other superstitious prac-
tices plainly condemned by the first principles of Christian
morality and decency, which yet, on account of their motive,
were" exempted by devout opinion from the purview of the
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